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This guide is to assist you in completing the Big Shoulders 
Fund Tax Credit Scholarship application. 

Please note the following:

 Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org 
with questions

Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide
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This is a SAMPLE of the Big Shoulders Fund application and is 
subject to change. 

The live application will be found at 
www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org on January 12, 2023 at 

8:00am

Use this guide to take notes on the required information so that 
you may be prepared to submit the application in full on 

January 12, 2023 at 8am. 

You may submit ONE application per household. Include all 
children entering K-12 on this application
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a SAMPLE of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

Submit your online application on January 12, 2023 at 8:00AM. 
 

Be sure to apply as soon as the application opens, scholarships are awarded 
in date-time stamp order.

 
You will receive your date-time stamp upon completion of Page 1, the 

Eligibility Test. You will need to complete all of the 5-page Step 1 
application in order to save your date-time stamp
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

Page 2 confirms that you have now obtained your application date/time stamp.
 

In order to SAVE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP, you MUST CONTINUE ON and complete ALL required fields on the Step 1 Application. 
 

DO NOT HIT THE BACK BUTTON ON YOUR BROWSER. DOING SO WILL CAUSE YOU TO LOSE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP.
 

Since your date-time stamp is obtained, take your time with the remainder of the application, but you must complete it in one sitting. 
 

Click next to continue with the application
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

Page 3 requests your household information
 

DO NOT HIT THE BACK BUTTON ON YOUR BROWSER. DOING SO WILL CAUSE YOU TO LOSE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP.
 

Since your date-time stamp is obtained, take your time with the remainder of the application, but you must complete it in one sitting. 

 
 

All email correspondence will be sent ONLY to 
Parent/Guardian 1

Parent/Guardian 2 info is optional. Only 
parent/guardians listed in Parent 1 or Parent 2 are 

able to receive application info via phone call
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

Page 3 requests your household information. Carefully review the information on this page for accuracy. Then click next. 
 

DO NOT HIT THE BACK BUTTON ON YOUR BROWSER. DOING SO WILL CAUSE YOU TO LOSE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP.
 

Since your date-time stamp is obtained, take your time with the remainder of the application, but you must complete it in one sitting. 

 
 

Note that if you live in the city of Chicago 
you will select City of Chicago SD 299 

which is the first option on the dropdown. 
You may verify your Public School District 

on our website at bigshouldersfundsgo.org

 

You will now select the number of individuals in 
your household, which Is defined of the number 

of people who live within your household, and 
for whom you financially support. 

Using numbers only and not including dollar signs, commas or decimals, you will now enter 
your family’s 2021 or 2022 Annual Adjusted Gross Income amount from your 1040 federal tax 

return. Your income should equal all income received by adults (persons 18 & over) in your 
household. 

 
Providing your 2021 income is recommended, but if your 2022 income is less than your 2021 

income, please enter your 2022 income. At the end of the application, include an explanation in 
the comments that your 2022 income is lower than your 2021 income, and your 2021 income.  

 

You will now select the number of children you 
are applying for. 

Please remember you are completing one 
application for your entire family.

 Choose the total number of children for whom 
you’re applying. 
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

Page 4 requests your child's information. 
 

DO NOT HIT THE BACK BUTTON ON YOUR BROWSER. DOING SO WILL CAUSE YOU TO LOSE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP.
 

Since your date-time stamp is obtained, take your time with the remainder of the application, but you must complete it in one sitting. 

 
 

Awards will be made to the children listed on 
this application in the order in which they are 

entered on this application. Subject to 
available funding at their school of choice, 

Child #1 will be first in line for an award, 
followed by Child #2, then Child #3, etc

 

Big Shoulders Fund requires verification of a 
2022-23 

Tax Credit Scholarship for applicants who 
indicate they received 2022-23 TCS.  
This verification will be part of Step 2. 
Students who received a TCS award 

from Big Shoulders Fund  
will not require verification.
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Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

Please remember that one application is for your entire family. If not all of your children are listed in the one application,  hit the previous page button to change the number 
of children you are applying for to ensure that all of your children are accounted for within one family application.  

Once you applied for all of your children, click next page.
 

DO NOT HIT THE BACK BUTTON ON YOUR BROWSER. DOING SO WILL CAUSE YOU TO LOSE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP.
 

Since your date-time stamp is obtained, take your time with the remainder of the application, but you must complete it in one sitting. 

 
 

Please see the Eligible School list at bigshouldersfund.org to 
verify your school of choice and the county where it is  located.

 

Please read the following questions carefully. If 
you respond “Yes” to any of the following, you 

may be asked to  verify any special status you have 
indicated for your student.    
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Tax Credit Scholarship 
Application Guide

 The following is a sample of the Big Shoulders Fund Tax Credit Scholarship Application. 
Please visit www.bigshouldersfundsgo.org or email sgoapp@bigshouldersfund.org with questions

On Page 5, you will read the certification and authorization section to ensure that your application is true to the best of your ability. Once you have read the certifications 
and authorizations you will enter your first and last name and click submit.

 
DO NOT HIT THE BACK BUTTON ON YOUR BROWSER. DOING SO WILL CAUSE YOU TO LOSE YOUR DATE-TIME STAMP.

 
Since your date-time stamp is obtained, take your time with the remainder of the application, but you must complete it in one sitting. 

 
 

If the household income, household size 
or address that you have entered on the 
application do not match your proof of 
your income or  residency documents, 

please include any comments or 
explanations of the differences here. 


